
Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Matthew (January 3) 
 

Reading Matthew 
A brilliant halo of white light envelops the walls of Herod’s temple. The white limestone blocks gleam at the edges 
as the light slips around them. Travelers camping on the Mount of Olives wonder at the temple’s beauty. As the sun 
descends, the color of the heavens paints the temple yellow, then red, then purple, until finally heaven and earth 
meld in darkness. The great, glorious building that seemed so permanent has disappeared. 
 
When Jesus taught in Galilee, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (4:17), and at the temple, “There will not be left 
here one stone upon another” (24:2), it must have seemed like a dream to his disciples. The ways of the world and 
their glory must have seemed permanent. And yet, as Jesus preached, the sun was setting on the old ways because 
God had promised he would come to reign. In the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus reveals the glorious 
appearing of the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Author and Date 
The early church fathers were unanimous in holding that Matthew, one of the 12 apostles, was the author of this 
Gospel. However, the results of modern critical studies – in particular, those that stress Matthew’s alleged 
dependence on Mark for a substantial part of his Gospel – have caused some Biblical scholars to abandon Matthean 
authorship. Why, they ask, would Matthew, an eyewitness to the events of our Lord’s life, depend so heavily on 
Mark’s account? The best answer seems to be that he agreed with it and wanted to show that the apostolic testimony 
to Christ was not divided. Depending on the date of the Gospel according to Mark, Matthew’s Gospel was likely 
written between AD 50 and AD 70. 
 
Matthew, whose name means “gift of the Lord,” was a tax collector who left his work to follow Jesus. In Mark and 
Luke he is called by his other name, Levi. 
 
Recipients and Purpose 
Since his Gospel was written in Greek, Matthew’s readers were Greek-speaking. They also seem to have been Jews. 
Matthew’s main purpose is to prove to his Jewish readers that Jesus is their Messiah. He does this primarily by 
showing how Jesus in his life and ministry fulfilled the Old Testament Scriptures. Matthew includes more proof 
texts from the Old Testament than the other Gospel writers to drive home his basic theme: Jesus is the fulfillment of 
the Old Testament predictions of the Messiah. This does not mean, however, that Matthew restricts his Gospel to 
Jews. He records the coming of the Magi (non-Jews) to worship the infant Jesus and gives a full statement of the 
Great Commission. These passages show that, although Matthew’s Gospel is Jewish, it has a universal outlook. 
 
Structure 
The way the material is arranged reveals an artistic touch. The whole Gospel is woven around five great discourses: 
chapters 5-7, chapter 10, chapter 13, chapter 18, and chapters 24-25. That this is deliberate is clear from the refrain 
that concludes each discourse: “When Jesus had finished saying these things,” or similar words. This fivefold 
division may suggest that Matthew has modeled his book on the structure of the Pentateuch (the first five books of 
the Old Testament). He may also be presenting the gospel as a new Torah (Old Testament law) and Jesus as a new 
and greater Moses. 
 
Blessings for Readers 
As you read the Gospel according to Matthew, rejoice especially in the very full accounting he gives of Jesus’ 
teachings. His five discourses record more of Jesus’ parables and sayings than are recorded by Mark and Luke. Also 
take special note of the promise that Christ is coming again to reign eternally. As you face struggles, dwell on this 
sure and certain hope in your Savior. 


